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children, educators, partnerships
Initiatives to:

• ensure every child is included

• develop and value early childhood teachers

• build collaborative partnerships
with parents, schools, community and health services

Set up for success - report summary 



Where are we now
The ECEC sector - services are approved under the National Quality Framework or licensed 
under the Children and Young People Act 2008:

• preschool for four-year-old children delivered by the ACT Government;

• preschool and other early childhood services delivered by non-government schools; and

• preschool and other early childhood services delivered by long day 
care, playschools and other services.

playschools and education and care services provide a full day of care and learning which 
supports the needs of children and families.

Overall, approximately 500 to 600 of the most vulnerable three-year-old children in the ACT miss 
out on the benefits of early childhood education and care services each year.



where we want to be
Valuing lifelong learning and the impact on wellbeing

Valuing every child - all children have the best possible start in life and 
have the fairest possible opportunities to learn.

Universal access to preschool for three-year-old children

ECEC considered a force for social good

Increased workforce participation can also be a driver of equity and 
social good

A future where all children have access to high quality early childhood 
education. Where services meet and exceed standards, put children’s 
outcomes over profits, and are designed to include children 
experiencing vulnerability or disadvantage.



Report Summary - Set up for success 

Implementation
3 phases

Phase 1: p12 of the report 2020/2021

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1620347/Early-Childhood-Strategy-for-the-ACT.pdf


Link ABS ACT statistics AEDC data explorer 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Children Enrolled in a Preschool Program (4 & 5 year olds) - As at 1 July

4 year olds enrolled in preschool or in a preschool program (no.) -- -- 4 978 5 314 5 381 5 393

5 year olds enrolled in preschool or in a preschool program (no.) -- -- 1 436 1 492 1 568 1 637

Total enrolled in preschool (no.) -- -- 3 064 3 124 3 071 2 845

Enrolled in preschool program within a long day care centre (no.) -- -- 1 915 2 276 2 306 2 440

Children enrolled across more than one provider type (no.) -- -- 1 440 1 411 1 571 1 752

Total enrolled in a preschool program (no.) -- -- 6 417 6 807 6 944 7 030

Children Attending a Preschool Program - As at 1 July

Children attending preschool for less than 15 hours (no.) -- -- 1 292 1 556 1 179 1 182

Children attending preschool for 15 hours or more (no.) -- -- 5 000 4 982 5 690 5 768

https://itt.abs.gov.au/itt/r.jsp?RegionSummary&region=8&dataset=ABS_REGIONAL_ASGS2016&geoconcept=ASGS_2016&datasetASGS=ABS_REGIONAL_ASGS2016&datasetLGA=ABS_REGIONAL_LGA2018&regionLGA=LGA_2018&regionASGS=ASGS_2016
https://www.aedc.gov.au/data




Relationships and sex education
Access to information that can be used to make 

autonomous decisions and keep children safe.

Report ‘Ignorance is not innocence’ 

and YouTube introduction by Katrina Marson

ACT Education Directorate relationships education and

Strategic Plan 2018-21

Song: Teeny Tiny Stevies - Boss of my own body

https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/fellow/katrina-marson-act-2018/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcajS3RNVeM
https://www.education.act.gov.au/schooling/resources-for-teachers/respectful-relationships-education
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/strategic-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ntVdx9SOD4
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/fellow/katrina-marson-act-2018/


Relationships and sex education RSE
Age appropriate RSE integrated 

throughout the school years is a 

protective factor for long-

term wellbeing.

Educating children about creating 

and maintaining healthy relationships 

throughout their schooling empowers 

them to make informed decisions 

about their relationships throughout 

adult life.

Early years policy and initiatives

The Education Directorate is developing a 
policy framework for fostering proactive 
collaborative relationships in early childhood education.

Council is also currently reviewing policy for relationships 
and sex education, and

ACT Minister Yvette Berry has outlined 
the government’s commitment to a ‘gender equality 
in schools’ initiative:

Having an age-appropriate and whole-school approach 
to respectful relationships education will ensure that 
school communities promote gender equality, respect 
and embrace diversity… Creating a culture of gender 
equality in schools works to prevent family and domestic 
violence in our community.



Next meeting

Early Learning Committee

Thu 29 Apr, 7pm

Register your interest and agenda topics here

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qdOGrqDkjHtS8KJHVQilzONprsJDZLM7x

